








News from Around the Region

A Missional Presence: Roosevelt Elementary School
Rev. Mark Rambo, Associate Pastor, Olympia FBC

Six years ago one of our members came to me asking what | thought about our church helping with a local elementary
school’s Fall Carnival. Her son was a member of the PTA and her grandchildren were students at the school. After
some prayer and conversation we agreed and co-sponsored the school’s Fall Carnival with the PTA. We provided
games, game stations, prizes, candy and workers. This allowed parents the freedom to be with their children and
families, and enjoy the carnival. That was the beginning of our relationship.

Why Roosevelt? It began with an existing relationship. But after that first carnival we began to think, pray, and dis-
cern what other ways we could be of help to the school’s families, faculty and staff. We discovered that the school
had a high percentage of single parent households as well as a good size population of children living near and/or be-
low the poverty line. What if we could redefine our church’s Children’s Ministry model, which was inward focused, to
be more missional and include this school?

Within the year we had groups of people acting as Reading Buddies, Lunch Buddies, Teacher Assistants, office help,
etc. By the beginning of the next school year, we had people signing up to help. We have now had teams of people
involved in one of those capacities for five years. We collect school supplies each summer as the school has faced
shrinking budgets. We have helped some of their families who have many needs, with clothes as well as provided
food and gifts for the Christmas season. The last two years we have had people become an integral part of the
school’s Passport program once a month for 2-3 hours. Here the hildren are tested on their knowledge of world geog-
raphy. We have teams as small as six and as large as twenty working at the school at least once a week. We continue
to co-sponsor the school’s Fall and Spring Festivals/Carnivals where anywhere from 18 to 45 people from the congre-
gation help put on games, food, etc for the school and its families.

Beginning in January, | will be using our church van to transport children to their homes after one of the after-school
programs. Again, this will affect children who live near or under the poverty line and would have no way of getting
home from such a school program. Also, we are in discussion with the school administration about starting a home-
work club at the school which would be staffed by church members. We are in dialogue about providing a parenting
class that would initially meet once a quarter and include a meal, along with a separate program for children. The
school is receptive to this idea, but it will take time to work out the potential kinks and make sure we are all on the
same page. We are excited about the possibilities that God continues to open up for us at the school.

Make no mistake, God is present. I’ve been told by staff that there is a different spirit at the school that just hap-
pens to coincide with our becoming more involved there. The biggest challenge is reminding ourselves that we are
there to be of help to the school and its families. We are not pushing an agenda. We do not see this as a way of get-
ting folks into our church. We are not running a bait and switch ministry. We are there to be the hands and feet of
Christ; to build relationships and see what God does in the midst of it all. We have had good conversation, changed
some perspectives about what followers of Christ are like and about, and built relationships with some great kids who
need another avenue of love, support and encouragement. It’s amazing what God does when we force ourselves to
expand our focus beyond the walls of our local communities of faith and integrate ourselves into the fabric of the
communities we live in. Praise be to God!

Roosevelt
Elementary
School

Olympia, WA



Michael Harris Ordination

An ordination council was held for Pastor Michael Harris after the Inter-
mountain Area Meeting at First Baptist Church, Twin Falls, ID on Satur-
day, October 17, 2009. Michael Harris is the current pastor at Baptist
Community Church in Arco, ID. The assembled group of thirty or more
delegates from a significant number of sister churches met for two hours.
During that time Michael fielded questions concerning his conversion,
call, theology and ministry practices. The grouped voted unanimously to
instruct the Arco church to proceed with ordination. They also affirmed
Region recognition of Michael’s ordination.

The ordination service took place on Sunday, November 22nd. A good
group gathered for the service with four sister ABC Northwest churches
represented. Congratulations Reverend Michael Harris and the Arco Bap-
tist Community Church.

Mike Harris
Arco Community Baptist Church
Arco, ID

Installation Services

The following churches have recently called new pastors. Please join our
churches in welcoming these pastors into the Region. Each church con-
ducted an Installation Service for their pastor with overall good repre-
sentation from sister churches.

¢ First Baptist Church Bozeman (MT) Gundar Lamberts

¢ First Baptist Church Butte (MT) Doug Rykiel

¢ First Baptist Church Ontario (OR)  Scott Lundy

¢ First Baptist Church Coeur d’Alene (ID) Mark Arbic

+ Immanuel Baptist Church, Spokane (WA) Mark Flippen

Gundar and Kathy Lamberts
FBC Bozeman

Brian Mertz, The Summit Church, Boise ID

Ministers Conference 2009 Pastor Scott Lundy with Ontario FBC Search Committee Members
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News from Around the Region (cont.)

Northlake Baptist Church 50th Anniversary Celebration

Founding members
and extended family members
with Dr. Jim Conrod receiving
thank-you gifts from Northlake

Baptist Church

Northlake Baptist Church in Longview, WA hosted a grand celebration for
their 50th Anniversary through a series of special meetings which lasted
from Sunday, October 18th through Wednesday, October 21st. The cele-
bration on Sunday evening focused on giving thanks for God’s faithfulness
in the past. Representatives from the original mother church, FBC Kelso,
brought greetings. Former pastor Jim Conrad, former associate pastor
Jerry Traeger and ABC Northwest Executive Minister, Charles Revis also
spoke.

There was a surprise visit from Dr. Richard Ice who was on staff with the
Washington Baptist Convention at the time. Dr. Ice was instrumental in
working with the Kelso congregation to secure property for the new con-
gregation. Charter members and/or their children were presented with
gifts of appreciation for their courage in stepping out to plant the new
church fifty years ago.

Pastor Mark Schmutz spoke not only of God’s faithfulness in the past, but
also about future direction. Later in the week Pastor Mark presented a
detailed future vision plan that is very impressive and inspirational.
Northlake Baptist Church is doing amazing ministry not only in Longview,
but in at least five foreign countries with significant impact.

Retiring Pastors

The following pastors have recently retired. We congratulate them for the service they have provided their congrega-
tions and God’s Kingdom throughout the many years of their ministries.

¢ Champ Singleterry Central Baptist Church, Spokane (WA)
¢ Norman Haupt Spokane Valley Baptist Church (WA)
¢ Russ Steiner Melba Community Baptist Church (ID)




Region Consultation with Dr. Bill Hoyt

Effective ministry requires constant learning and adjustment. This is true for churches as well as regions. Several
months ago the ABCNW Region Board contracted with Dr. Bill Hoyt of NexSteps Consultation to review the Region’s
vision, landmarks, structure, staffing and various ministries. The purpose in the consultation is to evaluate the Re-
gion’s effectiveness and make recommendations for improvement. As part of Dr. Hoyt’s work an online survey was
administered in August 2009. The Region also provided Dr. Hoyt with a wide array of information. Two different
groups have met with Dr. Hoyt providing feedback along the way. Dr. Hoyt will present a detailed report of his find-
ings and recommendations to the Region Board on January 12, 2010. It is anticipated that the recommendations will
cover a wide range of concerns: Area viability, LLC effectiveness, training for lay leadership, communication and
more. The Region Board, along with Region staff, will communicate with the Region the implications from the report.
Detailed implementation steps will follow. Please keep your Region in your prayers as we continue to pursue God’s
direction for the future.

October Consultation
Feedback Group:

John Iverson, Jon Parsley Patti
Duckworth, Jeff Cooper Sharon
Gober (Region President)

Eric Malamma, Dr. Bill Hoyt
Jim Amend, Tina Laughary

Jim Steiner

The Meaning of “Cooperating Church”

The American Baptist Churches in the USA is a denomination composed in part of churches who relate to one another
through their Region. Each Region establishes criterion for being a member church. Most Regions, including ABC of
the Northwest, follow and implement the template for a “Cooperating Church” as delineated in the bylaws of the
ABC-USA. A Cooperating Church is expected to faithfully adhere to the following:

1. Share in the ministry vision of the ABC-NW Region and in the biblical focus on mission of the associated churches,
2. Provide opportunities for communicating the mission priorities of the ABC-NW.

3. Support Regional mission and ministries by giving an appropriate share of the church’s income to the support of
the ABC-NW Region and ABC-USA.

4. Participate with laity and clergy in Regional and Area events.
5. Elect delegates and support leadership serving in their Area and the Region.
6. Utilize Regional staff personnel in pastoral search process.

7. If aligned with more than one denomination, share the congregation’s mission funds proportionately with these
denominations.

8. Provide an annual statistical report on the form provided by the Region.

Many churches in the ABC of the Northwest Region take these promises seriously, and are doing their part to
strengthen our life and ministry together. Unfortunately, many are not in compliance with these minimal expecta-
tions. Perhaps it is time to audit your church’s cooperation with the Region to determine if your church measures up
to the definition of a Cooperating Church. Region staff is available to help improve your church’s involvement with
the Region. The greater our cooperation, the greater our impact in the Northwest!
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Tools For the Trade 2010

Northwest Presents
iving Is Not For Sissies”

raining Event for All of God’s People

West and North Puget Sound Areas

rday, March 13th

)0 am—3:30 pm

ince we are living by the Spirit, let us follow the Spirit’s leading in every part of our lives.”

Galatians 5:25
with special guests:

Dr. Clay Ford—National speaker and author. Clay is Chair of Holy Spirit Renewal Ministries

(hsrm.org). He will also lead a workshop “How To Lead Your Church In a Deeper Life of
the Spirit”.

Cheri Ford—author, teacher, and wife of Clay. Cheri will offer the workshop “How To
Have an Esther Spirit in a Haman World”.

Hannah Ford—worship leader, musician and daughter of Clay & Cheri Ford. Hannah will
be presenting workshops on “Worship”.
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